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Lady Gaga // Jo Calderone

“How can we remodel the model? 

In a culture that attempts to quantify 

beauty with a visual paradigm and 

almost mathematical standard, how 

can we fuck with the malleable 

minds of onlookers and shift the 

world’s perspective on what’s 

beautiful? I asked myself this 

question. And the answer? Drag.”  

(Lady Gaga in Interview with V 

Magazine #74, Winter 2011)
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Interactional Non-Compliance

▪ Rhetorical/discursive moves that disrupt listener expectations of 

preference organization given a particular discursive genre and 

speaking figure including:

▪ Interruption (Zimmerman and West 1975) and uptake of/reaction to 

interruption

▪ FTAs (Brown and Levinson 1978)

▪ Contiguous dispreferred responses (Sacks 1987)

▪ Use of taboo language/references to taboo topics
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Interruption and Positive Face-Threat
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Dispreferred responses
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Taboo language and topics
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Legitimizing the “rock star” and the “guy”

(Valentinsson 2018, 733)
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