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Theoretical Framework 
•  (Communicative) affordances (Gershon 2017) 

•  The possibilities for (in)action offered or created by the platform. 

• Bivalent indexicality (Cotter and Valentinsson 2018) 
•  The (activated or unactivated) potentiality for a given linguistic form 

to concurrently and simultaneously index contrasting or 
contradictory positionalities, stances, or identities. 

• Semiotic leveling (Park 2010) 
•  “The simultaneous work of erasure (Irvine and Gal 2000) and 

highlighting (Bucholtz and Hall 2004). 



Organizational tags 



Metalinguistic organizational tags 



Why do you tag Spanish-language or Argentine/
Latine-content? 

Steve: 

Erika: 



“Para No Molestar” 



“Para No Molestar” 



Online Discourse à Offline Context 

English in Argentina Historical connection 
to elites, wealth 

Modern connection 
to opportunity, 

cosmopolitanism 

Pablo’s use of 
metalinguistic 

organizational tags 

Overuse of English 
linked to qualities 
like “snobbish”, 

“gringo imperialist” 

Steve and Erika’s 
use of metalinguistic 
organizational tags 
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